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AMENDMENTS TO THE OFFICER PERSONNEL ACT

JUNE 27, 1951.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. ViNsorl, from the committee of conference, submitted the
following

CONFERENCE REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 4200]

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 4200) to
make certain revisions in titles I through IV of the Officer Personnel
Act of 1947, as amended, and for other purposes, having met, after full
and free conference, have agreed to recommend and do recommend
to their respective Houses as follows:
That the Senate recede from its amendment.

CARL VINSON,
OVERTON BROOKS,
DEWEY SHORT,

Managers on the Part of the House.
HARRY FLOOD BYRD.
JOHN C. STENNIS,
RALPH E. FLANDERS,

Managers on the Part of the Senate.



STATEMENT OF THE MANAGERS ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE

The managers on the part of the House at the conference on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendment of the Senate
to the bill (H. R. 4200) to make certain revisions in titles I through
IV of the Officer Personnel Act of 1947, as amended, and for other
purposes, submit the following statement in explanation of the effect
of the action agreed upon by the conferees and recommended in the
accompanying conference report:

LEGISLATION IN CONFERENCE

On June 18, 1951, the House of Representatives passed H. R. 4200,
to make certain revisions in titles I through IV of the Officer Personnel
Act of 1947, as amended, and for other purposes. ,
The principal purpose of H. R. 4200, as passed by the House, was

to give the President the authority in time of war and national
emergency to suspend certain provisions of the Officer Personnel Act
of 1947 relating to the Navy and Marine Corps. These amendments
would give the Navy and Marine Corps flexibility in the administra-
tion of this act similar to that now authorized for the Army and Air
Force.
On June 21, 1951, the Senate considered the House bill and amended

it by adding five new sections. The Senate amendment had the
effect of adding the provisions of S. 780, Eighty-first Congress, to
H. R. 4200. No other change in H. R. 4200 was made by the Senate
amendment.
S. 780, Eighty-first Congress, which bill was identical to the Senate

amendment, provided for the review of the records of those Regular
officers of the Navy and Marine Corps who failed of advancement
during World War II. A bill somewhat similar to S. 780, Eighty-first
Congress, was considered in the House, but twice failed to pass when
it met objections upon the calling of the Consent Calendar.
The House conferees took the position in conference that this

legislation should not be tacked on H. R. 4200, inasmuch as the
Eighty-first Congress had rejected a similar bill and since no com-
mittee hearings had been held on the legislation in the Eighty-second
Congress. Furthermore, the amendment would have required the
review of over 1,700 officers' records, who, for some reason or other,
failed of advancement during the past war. It was considered that
this would place an unwarranted administrative burden upon the
Department of the Navy at this time.
The deletion of the Senate amendment, as recommended by the

House conferees and as agreed to by the Senate conferees, restores
the proposed legislation to exactly the same form as approved by the
House.
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CARL VINSON,
OVERTON BROOKS,
DEWEY SHORT,

Managers on the Part of the House.
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